The management of diabetes in general practice.
Over a period of 3 months 32 general practitioners in the Waikato kept copies of all consultations with patients with noninsulin-dependent diabetes mellitus. Of 229 patients with diabetes known to the practices 189 were seen on a total of 438 occasions. Mean fructosamine level was 2.93 mmol/L. Each consultation was analysed as to history obtained, examinations performed, investigations ordered and referrals made. Overall care was satisfactory except for the low incidence of checking for early signs of peripheral vascular disease or diabetic neuropathy affecting the feet and for diabetic nephropathy.